Presidents Message

With our Centenary year and all its celebrations  behind us, we now enter into the first year of a unified bowling association and I consider myself truly honoured to be elected as President of the Kent County Bowling Association in this the first year of unification with the ladies. I am certain that as the year’s pass the unified association will evolve even more to suit the demands of clubs and their members.

First of all I must congratulate Mick Bannister who carried out his presidential duties during the centenary year with great success and I realise I follow a succession of Presidents who have served the county with such integrity.  I will, of course, do my very best to ensure that those standards are maintained. 

My year as President would not be possible without the help of my own club Marden, and I thank them for my nomination to office and for the support they have given me to date and in anticipation of the support they will give me during this year.

I wish my counterpart, President Carol Tillman, her officers and members every success in this important first year of unification. I appreciate that the ladies have made changes that may have proved difficult but I hope that playing as the Kent County Bowling Association serves them well and that they can bring success to the county.
Over the last two seasons both the seniors and under 25’s have won the Home Counties League titles, but unfortunately outgoing senior team manager, Leon King, was unable to bring back the Middleton Cup to the Garden of England. No one could have tried harder or carried out the duties of team manager with more pride and dignity than Leon and I take this opportunity to thank him for his time and devotion to the cause of Kent bowls. I know he will fully support new manager Ron Riley in his quest to bring success to the county and I also wish Ron every success and promise him my support.
The KCBA has always been in the hands of excellent officers and I would like to thank all of them for their valued contribution to Kent bowls. They work tirelessly and travel miles to arrange and support matches and competitions that are in place for you the members and we should all be very grateful for their efforts.
Over the last two years my predecessors have elected to raise money for two very deserving charities, but this year I am asking clubs to give support to our own Benevolent Fund which is in place to provide support for our own members and their relatives in times of need. Although grants are made each year to deserving cases, clubs need to realise that there are funds in place to help more people and in many different ways; therefore to make enquiries about this they should contact the Honary Financial Secretary Glynn Hibbert.  I therefore kindly ask clubs to use their benevolent boxes during the season and to certainly have the boxes available when the county visit your club. 
I thank the clubs that are hosting county matches and competitions during 2012 and I look forward to visiting those clubs and meeting as many of you as I can throughout the season. The President and Council team will also visit several clubs and I also look forward to helping those clubs have a memorable day. One of those games will be at newly elected ‘Bowls England Club of the Year’ Ditton BC, to whom I give my very sincere congratulations.  

Finally I wish you all success in your bowling for 2012, but more importantly I wish you good health and happiness.
Mick Collins          President

